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MEDITATIONS 
1 HE 

Power and Grace 
8 - 


LORD FESUS, &e. 


2 N07 H Holy Jeſus, my Bleſſed 


lord and Redeemer ! In 

the former Treatiſe I have 
Z endeavourd to confirm my 
on Faith, and aſſiſt others 
in the Belief of thy Divine Nature and 
true Godhead. My Meditation of thee has 
been ſweet, and my Soul has praiſed thee 
with joyful Lips; but Works ſpeak loud- 
er than Words: My Delign therefore and 
Aim in this Supplement, is, practically to 
evidence what is Faith in thee Feſus 
Chrift, or what it is to believe on thee 79 


Eternal Life. 
| | A 2 - This 


Meditations on the Power and © 


[This is here illuſtrated by way of 
Spiritual Conference and Tranſaction of 
the Soul and Body with Jeſus Chriſt, 

under their threefold Circumſtances : May 
the Work proſper, though the Inſtrument 
be worthleſs; the Deſign be gain'd, tho 
the Means are weak: If the Eftabliſh- 
ment of thoſe be promoted, who deſire 
to know Chriſt in the Power of his Death, 
and the Vertue of his Reſurrection, that 
they may be well ſatisfy'd in the Founda- _ 
tion on whom they build their Hopes for 
Eternal Life, my End is anſwered ; for 
which Purpoſe, I commit my Self and La- 
bours to his Acceptance and Bleſſing. 
Tis a Piece of Prudence in the Chil- 
dren of Men, to make their Wills, and 
ſettle their Affairs, and put in Order 
the Matters of their Families before they 
die. But tis their higheſt Wiſdom to 
ſettle their Spiritual Concerns, and put 
all into ſafe Hands, whilſt they have Life 
and Capacity. ] _ 

As, therefore, I believe in God, I believe 
alſo in Thee his own Eternal Son; who 
being God and Man in One Perſon, and 
inveſted with all Power both in Heaven 
and Earth, Power over all Fleſh to give 
Eternal Lite to as many as the Father has 
given thee; I would chooſe and make 
Thee Guardian and Truſtee of my All, of 

- Soul 


| Graceof our LORD IESVus. 


f Soul and. Body, and whatſoever relates 

* to them for Time and Eternity. This 

5 Soul, and this Body, which were created 3 
and redeemed by thee, I abſolutely re- 7 
l ſign to 'Thee, and chearfully leave in thy 1 
Hands, 2 Tim. i. 12. Knoming whom þ 
- I have believed, and being perſwaded — 
>. | that thou art able to keep that which 1 
5 1 have committed to thee againſt that 

Lo Day. 8 | 

This Soul and Body of mine I conſider 


under Threefold Circumſtances. 


Firſt, As now united, but muſt be ſhortly 
ſeparated and parted. 
Secondly, As they muſt remain for a 
Seaſon in that ſeparate” State from one ano- 
ther. : 
Thirdly, As they will be reunited, and 
live together for ever.  _ 


Under all theſe Circumſtances I leave 
my Self, my whole Self, both Soul and 
Body, Lord, under thy Care a Truſt, 
that 1 can leave with none but God, and 
muſt fall under an Eternal Diſappointment 
if I am deceived. 1 

Firſt, J conſider my Soul and Body 4s 
now united, but muſt be ſhortly ſeparated 
and parted. When they came together, and 
how, and by what Bond they are tied to- 
' gether, 


— 
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gether, I leave to the Diſputations of the 

Critical. But ſure I am that I confiſt of 
ſuch eſſential conſtitutive Parts. God hath 
made three Sorts of Animal Beings, One 
purely Spiritual (218.) Angels; One pure- 


ly Material (g.) Brutes; and a Third 


mixed (veg.) Humane Creatures, allied to 
the Angels by the Souls fide; to Material 
Creatures by the Body, and capable of 


 Enjoyments of each Kind, partaking of 
the laſt mentioned Nature, conveyed to 


me by Propagation, from. the firſt Adam, 
who fell from Innocence, I am perſwaded, 
that as ſoon as I became a Human Crea- 

ture, I was both guilty and corrupt, I was 


1 ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my 


Mother conceive me : I have gone aſtray 


from the Womb, and been a notorious 


Rebel againſt God, Soul and Body, have 


been both concerned in Practices of Un- 


righteouſneſs, and juſtly liable to thine 


Eternal Vengeance, But I pray, and hope, 


O Chriſt, that through the Merit and Righ- 
teouſneſs of thine Obedience and Suffer- 
ings, I may obtain Pardon, and find Favour 
and Acceptance with Thee: Let me be 
renewed in the Spirit of my Mind, and 
abundantly changed into thy Likeneſs and 
Image. How wiſe, Lord, and gracious 
have been the Difpenfations of thy Go- 
vernment towards me, | i. 
2 ” 3 


— 


Grace of our Lo RD IESus. 


The Place of my Nativity has been a 5 
Land of Light; I was not caſt amongſt 


Pagans, Ma hometans, or Chriftian Lo- 
laters, but in England, where the Goſ- 
pel ſhines with Brightneſs, and the Way 
to Eternal Life is ſet forth with moſt en- 
couraging Evidence, During the chief 
Part of my Lot, thy Followers, O Prince 
of Peace, have lived free from Perſecu- 


tion; no compelling Meaſures have been 


uſed to clog or defile Mens Conſciences ; 
the Scrupulous and Doubting have been 


left to conſult the Mind of Chriſt, and 


conform to ſuch Rites and Modes of Wor- 
ſhip as have appeared to them (upon ſtrict 
Enquiry) the beſt to anſwer the Primi- 
tive Rule and Pattern. 

What a Happineſs have I enjoyed in 
my immediate Parents being both Perſons 


fearing God, devoting me by Baptiſm 


to my Maker's Service, inſtructing me in 


the neceſſary Principles of Chriſtianity, 


filing many Prayers in Heaven for me, 
and always manifeſting a ſtrong Concern 


for my being a Child of God, and a 


Perſon of ſome Uſe and Service in the 
World. 

"Tis, Lord, through help received from 
thee, that! am conti to this Time. What 
kind Supplies have I had from thy boun- 


titul Hand! How remarkable and pow 
ul 


? 
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fal, arid ſeaſonable have the Deliverances 
been which thou haſt wrought out for me ; 
and eſpecially, How has thy Spirit ſtri- 
ven with me, and exerted his Power in 
reſtraining me from many Evils, and ſtir- 
ring me up to the Performance of Du- 
ties, to which I have been greatly averſe. 
The Time of my Departure now draw- 
ing on apace, I with and deſire that thou 
wouldeſt ſo govern me that both Soul 
and Body may live together as Heirs of 
the Grace of Life, that there may be no 
undecent Sirifes between them, and that 
the Appetites of the Body, and the Paſſions 
and Affections of the Soul, may ſerve the 
Intereſt, and promote the Welfare of one 
another. Let the Soul quicken and ex- 
cite the Body to its Duty, and the Body 
prove as little as may be a Weight and 
Clog to the Soul. Let Heart and Hand 
joyn together in promoting thine Honour 
and Kingdom in the World, I would 
know no Intereſt but thine, I renounce 
the Fleſh, the World, and all Confede- 
racy with the Powers of Darkneſs. 'Thy 
Ways, Lord, ſhall be my Ways, thy 
People my People, thy Glory my End; 
and where thou art, there alſo would 
thy Servant be. Under the renewing In- 
fluences of thy Spirit, let me be daily 
growing up into Likeneſs and Conformity 
| tO 


— 
— — — — — 
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to thee, as I am not my own. but bought 
With a Price: Let me glorify God with 


my. Spirit, and with my Body, for both 
are thine. 

Though we are, at preſent, at ſo great 
a Diſtance, as Heaven and Earth; yet, 
oh aftectionate Saviour! Let us frequent- 
ly, and freely converſe together, in the 
ſtated Exerciſes of Religion, and occaſio- 
nal Ejaculations : Let my Soul aſcend to 
thee ; and by the Light of thy Word, and 
the Operations of thy Spirit, do thou, 
| Lord, commune with me. My Hope is 
in thee, O Lord, whence cometh my 
Help, T hou art my Help and my Shield. 
— 45 I be bleſſed of T hee, who haſt made 
Heaven and Earth; as much as poſſible, 
let me become, not only in-offenſive, 
but beneficial unto others: Let me ſcek, 


not only my own, but the Good and 


Happineſs of all others within my reach : 

Let me follow, dear Lord, thy noble 
Pattern of going about doing Good ; ma- 
nage me under the various Relations, and 
different Circumſtances of Life : Let me 
have ſuch Friends, as thou ſhalt make me, 
and let me behold thy Face and Good- 


neſs, in all the Civilities | receive from 


them. 
I would not be ſo fooliſh, as not to ex- 


pect Trouble, while I am here, ſince Soul 
B and 
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: Meditations on the Power and 


and Body lie both expoſed and Man 
4s born to it, as the Sparks fly upward. 
But as it muſt come from thee, Lord, let 


me meckly receive it ; do thou order the 
Kinds, proportion the Meaſures and De- 
grees of it, and continue it ſo long, and no 
longer, as may ſerve the Purpoſes of thy 
Grace. Dear Lord I would yield up 


my ſelf to thy rebuking Viſitations, great- 


ly lamenting that I have deſerved them ; 
yea, made them neceſſary. I grieve, Lord, 
that when thine Hand has touched me 
(though it has been tenderly, and with 
an affectionate Heart) I have been ſo im- 


patient. How have I thrown my ſelf up- 


on the Ground of Vexation, with an 


Heart fretting againſt the Lord, as if thine 


Adminiſtrations were unequal, entangling 
my ſelf in my own Rage, kicking and 
ſtrugling in an uneaſy manner, and fooliſh- 


ly charging my wiſe Governor, by inde- 


cent Complaints, when deep Silence, and 
low Humiliations, would have become me 


better. Under all Exerciſes, compoſe my 


Spirit, that in Patience I may poſſeſs my 
Soul, and under all Temptations, defend 
my Body, that I may poſſeſs my Veflel | 


in Sanctification and Honour. 


What Delight ſoever this united couple 
of Soul and Body may take in one another, 
their certain Separation is near at Hand; 

. 2 1 


a 


. Grace vf our Lo RD JEsUs. 


the Sons and Daughters of Adam muſt 


taſte of Death. The offended Soy ereign 
hath manifeſted his Grace, with an un- 
paralled Luſtre, to a miſerable World, 
but ſtill ſuffers ſöme Marks of his Reſent- 


ment to remain, and the Sentence of Death 


to continue irreverſible ; ſo it muſt be, oh 


Lord ! there 1s no Diſcharge i in that War, 
and for as much, as it mult beg fo, let the 
antecedent Circumſtances, and the Change 
it ſelf, be under thy Direction: I ſubmit 
to die, when and where, and how, and 


by what Means thou ſhalt ſee fit ; excuſe 
my Body from all unneceflary Pains and 
Agonies: Let my Strength be firm and 
capable of Service to my reſting Time, 
and let me lie down with as few Pangs, 
and as weak Bands as are conſiſtent with 


thine Honour. Many of thy Servants have 


ſcarce felt themſelves die; thou haſt given 


them an eaſy Paſſage out of this World 3 
though I would not "preſcribe to my com- 
paſſionate Saviour, how to uſe the Keys 


of Death ; yet, cannot but deſire, that the 

opening of the Door may be without much 
Noiſe, and my Entrance thereat with un- 
diſturbed Calmneſs. The Approaches of 


Death, Iexped, will affect my Spirit with 


awtul Fear; but my deareſt Lord, pray, 
be thou with me, deliver me from Viſions 


of Amazement, from ſuch Horrors as di- 
8 ſtract 


— 
— — —— — — —— — — —— — — 
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_— 


me with thy Peace, and Comfort, and 
| Toy ; let me know that I am aſcending to | 
# my exalted Lord ; Let not my Faith fail, 
my Hope flag, nor my Heart meditate 
Terror; but lift up my Soul with Rejoy- 
cing, for as much as the Day of my Re- 
| demption draws nigh, give me a comfort- 
able View of the promiſed” Land, of the 
Glories of the heavenly World, and at 
what Time I thall look down on this evil 


rack the Soul ; help me by thy Spirit, fill 


1 


from; let it be with a Willingneſs to leave 

þ it, and a regular Submiſſion to the Will 
of God, ſolemnly recommending my ſelf | 

| into thy Hands. If Opportunity and Ca- 

pacity will give leave, let me publiſh to 

thoſe about me, my ſad Experience of the 

Evil of Sin, the Vanity and Emptineſs of 

the World, the Excellency and Valua- 

bleneſs of God's Service; what a ſatisfy- 

ing Portion he is to his People, and how 

— faithful and true to all his Engagements 

and Promiſes. Our parting Time, my 

dear Body, draws on apace, thy Weak- 
neſs and Decays ſhew it, thy Groans and 
Sweats grow ſtronger and affecting; that 
Breath that ties us together, waxeth ſhort- 
er: My Lord is ſummoning me from 
Hence, I ſhall ſoon. be admitted into the 
inviſible State; farewell my dear Body, 
* | . 
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« | ieee > 


till we meet again, my Affection and Ineli- 
nation ſhall remain towards thee, and in 
Chriſt's Time we ſhall ſo meet with mu- 
tual Satisfaction, as to part no more, fare 
wel, farewel, I am gone, and can fay- 
no more, the Grave is ready for thee, and 
the Officers and Miniſters of the unknown 
World attend my Motion upwards. 
Secondly, J confider my Soul and Body 
(which, Lord Jeſus, I commit to thee) 
as they muſt be in a ſeparate State from 
one another, the Soul will fly away and 
be gone, but the Body muſt be left behind, 
and the Trouble of Feeding, Cloathing, 
Adorning and Caring for it, will be all 
over; now it muſt put on its Night- 
clothes, and go to Bed, its laſt Suit, and 
a very plain Dreſs ; it was before, perhaps, 
admired for its Beauty, its Strength and 
Activity, its comely Proportion of Parts, 
its rich Attire, and ſhining Ornaments, and 
was the Object of our Relatives Delight 
and Embracing, but now there is no 
Firm nor Comelineſs in it, it looks unplea- 
ſant and affrighting, and muſt be moved 
away out of their Sight; poor Body! the 
Wearineſs thou haſt groaned under, has 
rendered thee like a tired Horſe on a 
Journey, the various and frequent Infirmi- 
ties that have lain upon thee, have made thee 
like an Inftrument of Muſick out of T _ 
hs Unfit 


L * 
r Py "aa. n e e p 
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| 


— —— 


unfit for Uſe. I may ſay, as others be- 


fore me, many a fad and painful Hour 1 


have had in this frail and faltring Fleſñh; 


What Cares, what Fears, what Grief, 
what Groans, has this Body coſt me? HO 
many Hours of precious Time have been 
ſpent to maintain, pleaſe, or repair it? 
How conſiderable a Part of Life has been 


conſumed in neceſſary Sleep and Reſt ; 


how much in Eating and Drinking, Dreſ- 


ſing,” Phylick, Oc. theſe are reconciling 


Conſiderations for the laying of it down, 
till it ſhall be better fitted' for Uſe ; it 
mult be confeſſed, that this Body has been 
too often an Enemy and a Snare, and has 
greatly betrayed me; but yet I would not 
difown its Helpfulneſs, the Labours and 
Faſtings, and Tears of it, have been of 
no {mail Service to my Soul; it has fre- 
quently joyned with me in ſolemn Dedi- 
cations to the Lord; How oſten have theſe 
Hands: and Eyes been lifted up, with my 
Heart, unto (Giod, in the Heavens; my 


Mouth has been employed in Thankſgi- 
ving and Praiſe ; my Face has been foul 


With weeping when I have poured out 
Tears unto God: In ſhort, this Body has 
been the Inſtrument of my Soul in the 


Work of Chriſt, has born a Part with it, 


hath been yielded up a /ivins Sacrifice, 
AOM. Xii. 1, and the Members of it, In- 
| ſtruments 


n 


e mote ee 


— 
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ſtruments of Righteouſneſs unto God. It 
ſtands, Lord, in thy Covenant united to thee, 
and in that Relation let it ſtill remain; 
thou haſt prepared and ſheeted the Grave 
for me, and under thy Care I lie down in. 
it according to God's Appointment; let it 
be Earth to Earth, Aſhes to Aſnhes, Duſt 
to Duſt, in ſure and certain Hope that there 
will be a Reſurrection unto Eternal Late, 
and in firm and lively Hope of the Reſur- 
rection of this Body (formed after the 
Likeneſs of Chriſt's Body) to a Life of 
Glory and Eternal Happineſs. Here thou 
Wilt lie ſtill and be quiet, wilt ſleep and 
be at reſt; for here the Wicked ceaſe from 
troubling; and here the Weary be at Reft, 
Job iii. 13, 17. Here is the forſaken Duſt 
of all Ranks and Qualities to keep thee 
Company; Thou wilt lie down it 
Princes that had Gold, who filled their 
Houſes with Silver ; with Kings and 
Counſellors of the Earth, which built 
deſolate Places for themſelves, Job lit. 
14, 15. the Small and Great are here, and 
the Servant is free from his Maſter : "Tis 
ſo far from being an untrodden Path, that 
all the Sons of Adam, two only excepted, ; 
have gone the ſame Way. Reſpect has 
been ſhewn to the dead Bodies of the 'Y 
Saints, by their ſurviving. Friends, and 
oreat Notice taken of it, to their Han 
| an 


— — — 
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and high Commendation. When Herod 
had beheaded John the Baptiſt, bis Diſ- 
ciples came and took up the Body and hu 
ried it, Mat xiv. 12. Tis recorded, Ace 
viii. 2. That devour Men gathered up the 

oor cruſhed and broken Remains of 
martyr'd Stephen, and carried them to 
Burial. There was ſome good Thing 
towards the Lord God of Hrael found 
in Abijah, though the Son of Feroboam 
his Duſt was more valuable, than the reſt 
of the Family, and therefore he came to 
the Grave, and was buried with the 
mournful Concern of Jſrael, when the 
Carcaſſes of the reſt were expoſed as 
Meat to the Dogs of the Earth, and to 


the Fowls of Heaven, 1 Kings xiv. 13. 


not only Men on Earth, but Miniſters 
from Heaven, ſeem to have ſome Charge 
about the precious Duſt of true Believers. 
The Holy Angels, which miniſtred to 
Soul and Body, when they lived together, 
don't loſe their Affection to them, or 
Concern for them when parted; we find 
them converſant about the Grave of Chriſt, 
they ſat one at the Head, and another at 
the Feet, where the Body of Feſus had 
lain: What they did for the Head, they 
are ready alſo to do for his Members, when 
he commiſſions them thereunto. There 
was a Conteſt between Michael and the 

| . Devil, 


e, , Es 1. 8 TW 1 


Jeſus, 1 Thef. iv. 14. whilſt thou lieſt in 


_ Chriſt, are not periſhed, 1 Cor. xv. 18. 


= Grace of ur Lord JESuUs. 


Devil, about the Body of Moſes, Fud. ix.) 


| which evidently ſhews, that Michael had 
ſome Charge and Truſt about it: How- 
ever, Chriſt thy Lord, owns thee, and 


will take Care of thee, thou ſleepeſt in 
Jeſus, in the Arms, and under the Eye of 


the Grave: 'Thoſe that are fallen aſleep in 


ewes 


Chriſt himſelf zs riſen from the Dead, 
and become the firſt Fruits of them that 
/ept, 1 Cor. xv. 20. Thou ſhalt not be 


forgotten or neglected in the Grave ; for 


Chriſt, who 4s the Beginning, the Firſt 
born from the Dead, Col. i. 18. has en- 


waged for thy Revival and Reſurrection ; 


Every one which ſeeth the Son and be- 
lieveth on him, ſhall have everlaſting 


| Life: And Chriſt will raiſe him up at 


the laſt Day, John vi. 40. . 
But oh my Soul! if thou muſt leave 


thy Body in the Duſt to ſee Corrup- 


tion ; yet thou art of another Building, 
thy Foundation is not in the Duſt, if 
thou haſt dwelt in an Houſe of Clay, . yet 
thine Extract and Original is heavenly ; 
God is the Father of Spirits, Heb. xii. 
9. of all Spirits, and particularly be 
Spirit of Man within him, Lac. Xl. 1. 
is of his Forming. I my ſelf may. fay 

- „ with 


; 8 
1 
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with Elibu, Job xxxiii. 4. The Spi- 
rit of God hath made me, and the 
Breath of the Almighty hath given me 
Life. This Soul alſo, which immediate- 
ly, upon its Separation from the Body, | 
and flight from the World, returns to 
God who gave it, I refer eſpecially (as 
my better Part) to thy Care and Con- 
duct, O bleſſed Jeſus ! who haſt redeem- 
ed it, and art the Lord God of Truth: 
I am ſenſible, that will not die or ſleep 
with the Body, when it dies, but will 
exiſt in a ſeparate State, and go upwards, 
no Power can retain it, no Arms nor Ar- 
guments will avail any Thing; the Prince 
with all his Authority; the Phyſician with 
all his Medicines and Methods of Cure; 
the Souldicr with all his Force; the Ora- 
tor with all his Eloquence ; yea, the moſt 
improved Saint with his importunate In- 
terceſſions, can do nothing; the Spirit 
muſt, and will return to God who pave it. 
Tord, how awful is the Thought! and 
were it not for the pre cious Cloathing of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, the perfumed Gar- 
ments of my Lord, which I hope to put 
on, it would be much more ſo. How far 
tay Spirit will be one with others, or how 
far diſtinct and individuate; how it will 
lublſiſt, whether it will act by Organs, by 
' "Son | any 
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any Thing that anſwers to a Body, or 


without ; where, or in what particular 


Place it muſt remain; or what will be the 


Manner of Converfe and Communication 


in that World, my Lord and Redeemer 
knows; But I am contentedly ignorant, 


and a Stranger, becauſe he would have 
me ſo, not having ſeen fit to reveal them. 
O bleſſed God! let me be, not only in 
thine Hand, and continued in thy Love, 


but the Day I go hence, let me be with 


thee in Paradice ; with thee muſt mean 


Communion, and a Participation of Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, who haſt kindly promiſed; that 


where thou art, there alſo ſhall thy Ser- 
want be, John xii. 26, I am a Stranger 
and a Pilgrim here, in due Time, Lord, 
take me home. The Interrment of ſome 
Mens Bodies hath been with great Mag- 
nificence and coſtly Expence, as it they 
would out-brave Death ; but let my Soul 


be ſafe, and promoted to Honour, and 


admitted into the Preſence of thy Glory, 
with exceeding Joy. Tis uſual with the 
Princes of this World, for the Honour and 
Safety of ſuch as they reſpe& and value, 
to ſend proper Perſons to receive them up- 
on Entrance into their Dominions, to con- 
duct and guard them to Places prepared 


for them. Oh bleſſed Jeſus ! though all 
| C5 1 Places 
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Places are under thy Dominion, yet upon 
Entrance into the inviſible World, let me 
not be left deſtitute ; the Regions are un- 

known, help me to a Guide; they may be 
dangerous and unſafe, full of Enemies ly- 
ing in wait to intercept my Paſlage ; Lord, 
furniſh me with a Guard, When poor 
Lazarus was releaſed from the Miſe- 
tries of this evil World, he was carried, by 
Angels, into Abraham's Boſom, Lale 
XVi. 22. may the like Honour be con- 
ferred on me; there were ſpecial Meſſen- 
gers of the firſt Rank of Creatures ſent to 
tetch him : They did not object, that he 
was but a Beggar, and therefore it would 
be an undervaluing to them; they did 
not ſay he was lately ſet with the Dogs of 
the Rich Man's Flock, who were ſo kind 
and charitable as to come and lick his 
Sores ; they did not ſay, Who would 
touch ſuch a Soul as came out of ſuch a 
loathſome Body; but the friendly Offices 
they performed in his Life Time they con- 
tinued and compleated at his Death: May 
it be ſo with me, when my Change com- 
eth. I have had Converſation with Men, 
with good Men and bad Men, and what 
a vaſt Difference have I found between 
the one and the other! How diſtaſtful and 
wounding has been the vain and frothy 
Com- 
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Communications of the Ungodly, and 


what Savour, Refreſhment and Delight 
have I received from the feeding Lips of 


the Wiſe and Righteous; but, Lord, my 
Converſation with thee has been beyond 
all: How has my Soul been healed, 
ſtrengthned, and comforted under thy 
Word and Sacraments; what Reafon 
have I to remember many Sabbaths, with 
enlarged Thankſgiving, God and thy ſelf 
(O my Soul!) only know what has paſ- 
ſed between us in ſecret, when thou haſt 
been retired from the World ; how low 


haſt thou ſtooped, O God! how furpri- 


zing have thy Condeſcentions been ; how 


highly have I been advanced, and to what 


Freedom have I been admitted with thee ; 
how mean have all the Beauties and 
Glories of the World appeared, when I 
have been in thy Embraces ; how plea» 
fant would a Removal have been into the 
other State, when thou haſt been dandling 
me upon the Knee, and kiſſing me with 
the Kiſſes of thy Mouth; but now, Lord, 
I come to thee nearer than yet I ever 
was: Admit me to the Honour of thy 
free Grace ; thou haſt put off the Vail of 
my Fleth, take me within the Vail, into 


the Holy of Holies. Now, Lord, what 


wait I for, my Hope is in thee ; thou 


Know- 
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knoweſt what I wait for, even to be uſher- 
ed into the Preſence of thy Glory, with - 


exceeding Joy; open the everlaſting Gate, 
that an Heir of Glory may come in. Iam 


fully perſuaded, that in thy Preſence there 


19 Fulneſs of Foy, and at thy right Hand 
there are Pleaſures for evermore. Now, 
Lord, perfect what thou haſt begun, com- 


pleat my Soul with thy Likeneſs, ap- 


point me my Manſion in my Father's 
Houſe ; let me fit down with Abraham, 
Tfaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of my 
God, and be furniſhed to bear my ſmall 


Part in the Services of the upper State, 


waiting, with all Submiſſion, till my 
Lord ſhall perform his finiſhing Work of 
joining a glorious Soul to a glorious Bo- 


dy, that both may be everlaſtingly im- 


ployed, in adoring the Grace and Love, 
and Excellency of an infinite, eternal and 


unchangeable God. 


Thirdly, I conſider my Soul and Body 
as they will be reunited to live together 


for ever ; which Matter I leave to Chriſt, 


to his Power and Management, without 
the leaſt Doubtfulneſs of his Care and 
Fidelity ; though thy Days of Darkneſs 


: may be many, O thou, that ſleepeſt in the 


Duſt of the Earth, yet lie ſtill, and be at 
Teſt, thou ſhalt awake again; whilſt thou 
EE reſt- 
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reſteſt, thou reſteſt in Hope, that thou 


wilt not always be left there; if a 
good Man dies, he ſhall live again in 
Chriſt, in the beſt Senſe of the Word, 
all the Days of my appointed Time, 
in the Grave, will wait therefore, till 
my Change, my laſt Change, my glorious 


Reſurrection comes Thou wilt hide me 


in the Grave and keep me ſecret, till thy 
Wrath be paſt, the laſt Tokens of thy 


Diſpleaſure be removed; as long as the 


Bodies of the Saints lie in the Grave, there 
are ſome Remains of that Wrath, of which 
they were Children by Nature ; when 


| the Body is raiſed with a Likeneſs to 
Chriſt's glorious Body, the laſt Enemy, 


even Death, will be totally deſtroyed, 
and all the Works of Divine Indigna- 


tion will ceaſe for ever. If thou hideſt 


me in the Grave, as Men hide their Trea- 
ſures in Places of Secrecy and Safety, yet 
thy Power will take me out ; thou haſt 
appointed me a ſet Time, and wilt remem- 


ber me when thou ſhalt call me out of the 


Grave. I ſhall be ſuddenly raiſed and 
come up, as a Servant at his Maſter's Call, 
when Chriſt ſhall deſcend with a Shout, 
the Arch-angel exert his Voice, and the 
Trumpet of God ſhall ſound to awaken 
a {leeping World, to gather together the 
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whole Aſſembly of the Saints, and pro- 


claim their Eternal Jubilee; "their Duſt = 


(though dull of Hearing) will be effectu- 
ally — — and anſwer him, who 
hath a Deſire to the Work of his Hands, 
even Chriſt, who will make them emi- 
nently appear the Work of his own Hands, 
in that glorious and joyful Day, Job xiv. 
135 14, 15. and whereas theſe dry Bones 
ſhall live, the Sinnews, and the Fleſh, and 


the Skin, ſhall come upon them, and cover 


them : My bliſsful Soul ſhall wait, during 
the Continuance of all the appointed 


Time of Separation, till Chriſt ſhall unite 


us. I take it for oranted, that Holy Souls, 
when they go out "of theſe Bodies, and this 
World, are immediately lodged with 
Chriſt; when that happy Beggar died, 

his Soul was carried into Abraham's Bo- 
fom, Lake. xvi. 22. St. Paul concludes 
upon being with Chriſt, when he depart- 
ed from hence, Phit. 1. 23. He has not 
only promiſed in general, that, whoſo- 

ever overcometh, ſhall ſit down with him 
on his Throne, and eat of the Tree of 

Life, which is in the midſt of the Para- 
dice of God, Rev. ii. 7. iii. 21. but he par- 
ticularly engaged to the penitent Thief, 
that that Day (2/z.) the Day of his Cru- | 


cifixion, he ſhould be with him in Para- 
dice :. 
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dice: We know but little of the inviſible 
State, but yet are we aſſured, that the Spi- 
rits of the Juſt, when they-are called zo 

the general A ſſembly, and Church of the 
Firſt-born, are made perfect, Heb. xil. 23. 
however they bear an Inclination to the 
Body, and wait for the Redemption of it, 
Rom. viii. 23. not that the Soul begets any 
Uneaſineſs to it ſelf, or Diſplacency at God's 
Government and Adminiſtration ; but {till 


its Happineſs is not compleated till the 


Body, who ſhared with it in Labour and 
Suffering, comes to ſhare with it in Glo- 
ry and Reward. Whilſt Body and Soul 


were together, on Earth, though the Bo- 
dy might grieve the Spirit, by its irregu- 
lar Appetites, and Cravings, and the Spi- 


rit hurt the Body by its violent Paſſions 


and Emotions, yet how great was their 


Love to one another, far exceeding the 
Love of David and Fonathan, or the 
ſtrongeſt Conjugal Aﬀection between the 
moſt endeared Couple in that State : How 
treely did they forgive one another, and 
how grievous was their Separation? and 


certainly the Soul (like Pharaoh's Butler) 
does not forget the Body, when it is ad- 


vanced to Heaven. In the early Days of 
the World, Enoch propheſied of the Lord's 
coming to Judgment, with Ten Thouſand 
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bf dis Saints, ud. ix. And Fob, in the Con- 
feſſion of his Faith, not only ſpeaks with 


Aſſurance of the Reſurrection of the Body, 


burt alſo ofa Redeemer to come, and his 
- judging the World in the End of Time; 


whom he ſhould ſee in his Fleſh, and his 
Eyes ſhould behold, though his Reins 
within him ſhould be firſt conſumed, Fob 
xix. 26, 27. St. Paul alſo openly decla- 
red, that hey which ſleep in Feſus, God 


will bring with him, 1 Theſ. iv. 14. in 


which Expreſſion, the Union between the 


_, Soul and Body is ſuppoſed, and indeed, 


the Soul and Body being eſſential conſti- 


tutive Parts, the Man is not compleat 


without both ; but Chriſt will perfe& the 
whole Man before the mediatorial King- 
dom be delivered up. 'Tho' the Souls un- 
der the Altar, that were ſlain for the Word 
of God, and the Teſtimony of Jeſus, 
which they held, had white Robes, 
large Meaſures of heavenly Glory given 
them; yet their Affection for their Bo- 
dies, and Inclination towards them, was 
clearly manifeſted by that loud Cry, Rev. 
vi, 10, 11. How long, O Lord, Holy and 


true, doſt thou not judge and avenge our 


Blood on them that dwell on the Earth; 
compared with that loud Shouting and 
Rejoicing, Rev. xviii. 20. Rejoice over 
S | 1 Ber, 


KArace of our Lo RD JESUS. 37 
Ber, thou Hagen, and ye Holy: Apo- 
: files and Prophets, for. God bath a. 
|| woenged you of her. If the Saints muſt 
| judge the World, even Angels in the laſt 

- Day, 1 Gr. vi. 3. they'll be compleated in 

their Nature, as well as in their Happi 
neſs; Chriſt waits in Heaven expettmg 
till his Enemies be made his Porto? 
no Wonder that his Members that are 
with him, ſhould do the like, Heb. x. 13. 
How joytul will the reuniting and meeting 
of theſe dear Relatives be; thoſe that 

dwell in the Duſt will awake; and 
the Earth, by Chriſt's Order, ſhall caſt 
out the Dead, and the Bodies of the 
Saints arife in Union with their Souls, to 
put on Immortality, Ja. xxvi. 19. The 
parting Hour was very heavy, but the 

Re- eſpouſal will be with Joy unſpeaka- 
ble; that will be the Time of Refreſhing, 
As iii. 19. and it will come from the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord; tis his Preſence and 
Power that will bring it about : Oh plea- 
ſant Morning; what delightful Claſpings 
and dear Embracing will there be betwixt 
them! How is my Faith and Hope in the 
Redeemer's Power and Love ſtrengthned 
as to the Re-uniting of Soul and Body ; 
when I conſider the Specimens of it, that 
God hath given to the World in ancient 
| | | 5 Times, 
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Times, and particularly in the Days of 


Chriſt's Appearance on Earth, both before 
he ſuffered, and when he roſe from the 
Dead; Chriſt revived, . not only ſuch 
as had newly expired. as Fairus's 
Daughter, Luke viii. 53. though her 
Spirit was gone, and came again upon 


* 


the Call of Chriſt, cer. 5 5. But ſuch alſo 
as were very manifeſtly under the Power 
of Death, and had been ſo for ſome Time. 
1 The Widow's Son at Nain was not on- 
if lydead, but carrying to his Grave, when 
= our Saviour quickned him, and delivered 
i" him alive and well- to his Mother, Luke 
V. 12. Lazarus was dead and bu- 
ried, and in a putrifying Condition, 
when our Saviour called him out of 
his Grave, and returned him to his 
Family; and what was the Caſe of thoſe 
many Bodies of Saints which aroſe out 
of their Graves, and went into the ho- 
ly City, and appeared unto many; they 
probably (at leaſt ſome of them) might 
have been. a conſiderable while under the 
Power and Inſults of Death : But 'tis equal 
to the Power of Chriſt, whether it be aſhort- 
er or a longer Time, with God all Things 
are poſſible, Mat. xxvii. 52, 53 
Being thus perfected, both in Soul and 
Body, thro' the Undertakings of my Long | 
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of God; as the finiſhing Part: Let me 


be preſented faultleſs before the Preſence 3 


of thy Glory, with exceeding Joy. The 
mediatorial Kingdom now expiring, and be- 
ing to be given up to the Father, Th. God 
maybe All in All, to me and all the Redeem- 


ed to all Eternity, the Work of Redemp- 


tion being fully tiniſhed : Sit down, Lord, 
upon the Throne of thy Glory, with all 


the Trophies of Valour and Conqueſt, with 


ſhining Marks of Grage and Clemency, be 
thou olorified in thy Saints, and admired 
in all them that believe. When the My- 
ſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, let the 
Song of Moſes and of the Lamb, with 
Eternal Hallelujahs, be ſung in the ful- 
leſt Choir, and with un jarring Con- 
ſort. 


CONCLUSION. 


And thus 1 have ſhewed you 1 is 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Let the Critical 
continue to wrangle, the Prophane to ſcoff, 
the Uncharitable to cenſure, and the Of. 
fended go on with their Prejudices. May 
God and my Redeemer ſtrengthen me ſo 
to act as I have here declared. 
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